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Katie Koester serves as President & CEO of the Effingham County Chamber of Commerce, 
where she leads initiatives that strengthen local business, foster community engagement, 
and create opportunities for growth across the region. Since taking the helm in August 
2024, Katie has brought fresh energy and creativity to the Chamber—drawing on her 
extensive background in hospitality, events, and marketing to reimagine how chambers 
connect with members and the broader community. 

Before joining the Chamber, Katie worked in the hospitality industry, managing events and 
marketing for restaurants and event venues, where she developed a passion for 
storytelling, relationship-building, and creating memorable experiences—skills that now 
define her leadership approach. 

Outside of work, Katie enjoys traveling, shopping local, exploring new restaurants as a self-
designated foodie, and spoiling her nieces and nephews every chance she gets. 

 


